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ARGUMENTS,  &c. 


SECTION  I. 

Of  the  Utility  and  Expediency  of  teaching  Physic  and  Surgery 
by  Means  of  Lectures,  at  the  London  HofpitaL 

All  thofe  advantages  which  diftinguifh  civilized  from  barbarous  and  favagc 
nations,  have  firft  arilen  from,  and  are  preferved  by  their  pofleffion  of  the 
arts,  and  a knowledge  of  the  fciences  on  which  they  are  founded : And  if 
among  civilized  nations  there  are  Ibme  which  excel  others,  this  fuperiority 
is  in  proportion  to  the  degree  and  extent  to  which  they  have  carried  the  arts 
and  fciences. 

Amongft  the  various  arts  which  contribute  to  the  good  of  mankind  in  Ibclety, 
there  is  perhaps  no  one  that  holds  a more  diftinguifhed  rank  than  that  of  medicine, 
fince,  while  it  is  capable  of  affording  relief  to  fbme  of  the  greateft  diftrefles 
that  afflict  human  nature,  and  prefents  the  ftrongeft  proofs  of  the  infinite  wifdom 
and  goodnefs  of  the  Great  Creator,  it  at  the  fame  time  fuggefts  the  moft  pow- 
erful motives  to  the  practice  of  every  religious  and  focial  duty. 

For  reafons  like  thefe,  the  improvement  of  Phyfic  and  Surgery,  has,  in  all 
ages,  in  every  civilized  country,  been  an  obje£t  of  attention  and  encouragement 
with  princes,  public  bodies  and  great  men. 

But  unlefs  thefe  arts  be  cultivated  with  afliduity,  and  proper  methods  of 
inftruftion  are  employed  for  fuch  as  are  to  practice  them,  the  advantages  which 
mankind  actually  derive  from  them  may  fall  far  fhort  of  what  they  are  capable 
of  affording.  If  they  are  not  cultivated  with  afliduity  by  fuch  as  are  in  the 
pradHce  of  them,  future  difeoveries  and  inventions  for  the  benefit  of  mankind, 
muff:  ceafe,  and  former  ones  be  lofl:  and  forgotten.  If  proper  and  effectual 
methods  are  not  adopted  in  the  education  of  young  perfbns  in  thefe  arts,  then, 
though  fome  few  may  poflefs  them  in  a high  degree  of  perfection,  they  may 
neverthelefs,  in  the  hands  of  the  generality  of  practitioners,  be  in  a veiy  im- 
perfeCt  ftate,  and  may  even  prove  pernicious  and  deftruCtive,  inftead  of  ufeful 
and  falutary. 


It 
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It  were  to  be  wiihed  that  experience  had  never  afforded'  examples  of  the 
truth  of  this  obfer  vat-ion ; but  unhappily  it  is  other  wife.  In  private  praftkey-' 
the  difference  between  a ikilhal  and  unlkilful  pra£litioner  can  hardly  ever,  or 
very  feldom  be  determined,  firice  the  perfons  who  are  witnefles  of  the  proceed- 
ings, want  either  opportunities  of  making  a proper  coraparifon,  or  abilities  to 
judge  of  the  difference  ; but  in  the  navy  and-  army,  judicious,  attentive  and 
humane  officers,  poUeffmg  thefe  Qualifications,  have  been  enabled  to  make  a. 
proper  difeindlion. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  war,  many  young  gentlemen  obtained  Sur- 
gical appointments  in  the  navy  and-  arniy,  who,  to-  the  great  diffrefs  of  mind 
of  many  of  our  brave  officers,  and  greatly  to  the  injury  of  our  valuable  failors 
and  foldiers,  proved  not  to  have  been  properly  inftru<3:ed  in  tile  principles,  and 
thence  to  have  been  greatly  deficient  in  the  pradice  of  their  profeffion. 

On  this  account  the  Examiners-  of  the  Surgeons’  Company,  prompted  by 
their  zeal  for  the  prefervation  of  the  lives  aud  health  of  fuch.  ufeful  members- 
of  fociety,  publiffied  the  followings  Declaration.. 

“SURGEONS*  THEATRE,  Oaober  21,  1779.. 

“ d’HE  Court  of  Examiners  having  been  under  the  very  difagreeable  neceffit}^ 

of  refufing  even  the  lowefe  cpialificatiGn  to  feme  young  Gentlemen,  who 
**  lately  came  before  them  to  be  examined,  on  account  of  their  total  ignorance^ 

of  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  they  think  it  therefore  incumbent  on  them.  to.  give: 
“ this  Public  Notice,  That  for  the  fafety  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjedts,  both  by  _fea^ 
“ and  land,  no  Gentleman  can  be  admitted  at  this- theatre  to- any  Qmlificatlon. 
“ whatever  in  Surgery,  unlefs  he  underftands  Anatomy,  and  is  acquainted  with 
“ the  operative  parts  of  Surgery. 

“■  And  the  Court  think.  That  it  is  the  more  ncceffary  that  a fea-  Surgeon 
“ ffiould  be  very  intelligent  in  his  profeffion,  as  his  lituation  deprives  him  of 
“ the  advantage  of  Confultation,  and  obliges-  him  to  depend  on  his  own  judg- 
**  ment  in  the  moft  important  cafes,  both  in  Phyffc  and  Surgery.  It  is  there- 
“ fore  hoped  that  no  perfon  will  propofe  himfelf  to  the  Court  of  Examiners 
“ who  is  not  qualified,  as  above,  as-  they  will  iiecefiarily  be  refufed  any  Qualifi* 
“cation.” 

That  ftudents  of  Phyffc  or.  Surgery  may  be  rendered  properly  qualified  for 
the  pradtice  of  their  profeffion,  -an  attendance-  upon  an  Kofpital  is-  indilpenffbly- 
neceflary  ; for  though  by  other  means  they  may-  be  taught  the:  principles, 
without  this  they  can  never  become  expert  in  the  pradtlce  of  it.^  So  great  k the, 

utility  of  hofpitals  in  this  refpedt,  that  it  may  reafonably  admit  of  a queition,. 

^ whether 


is) 

whether  more  immediately,- from  the  relief  they  afford  to  the  poor  affli(B:ed 
with  difeafes,  or  more  remotely,,  from  the  general  good  they  produce  to  the 
world,  by  improving  the  knowledge  and  Ikill  of  the  Medical  Gentlemen  em- 
ployed in  them,,  and.  properly  qualifying  dudents  for  the  praflice  of  their  profef- 
lion,  they  more  deferve  tde  countenance  of  humanity,  religion,  and  found  policy. 

But  an  attendance  upon  an  hofpital,  however  neceilary,  is  by  no  means,  alone 
fufficknt  to  qualify  ffu dents  in  Medicine  for  the  practice  of  their  profeffion  : it 
is  further  required  that  they  be  properly  inftrud:ed  in  the  principles  on  whick 
only  a found  pra<ftice  can  be  founded. 

As  it  is  neceffary  that  ftudents  of  medicine  who  attend  hofpltals,  fhould 
be  inftrudted  in  the  principles  of  their  profeffioii ; and  as  thefe  relate  to  feveral 
different  branches  of  knowledge  which  it  is  proper  they  fhould  Ifudy,.  fo  the 
experience  of  learned  men  for  ages  pall  has  evinced,  that  the  mod:  effectual  me- 
thod of  conveying  this  knowledge  is  by  means  of  lectures.  Hence  this  method 
has  been  adopted  in  every  part  of  Europe,  and  in  America.  In  Great  Britain,  in 
particular,  it  is.  employed  in  the  Uriiverlities,,  at  the  College  of  Phyficians,  at 
the  Surgeons’  Theatre,  and  by  divers  perfons  who  teach  the  different  branches 
of  Phylic  and  Surgery  in  London.  Hence  it  follows,,  that  ftudents  who  attend 
an  hofpital  for  the  dudy  of  medicine,  fhould  be  taught  the  different  branches 
of  knowledge  relating  to  it,  by  means  of  ledtures. 

But  further,  the  Ledures  fhould  be  read  in  the  hofpital  which  they  at- 
tend. By  this  mean  the  inffru£tion  conveyed  will  be  more  efficacious,  as 
the  teacher  will  have  continual  opportunities  of  exemplifying  and  confirming 
by  pradliee  the  principles  he  teaches  ; it  will  ahb  be  much  more  convenient, 
and  fave  a great  deal,  of  valuable  time  to  the  ffudents ; belides,  if  they  are 
under  the  neceffity  of  going  to  a diftant  place  for  rieceliary  inflruftion,  their 
due  attention  to  their  bulinefs  at  the  hofpital  muff  be  diminifhed,  and  tlie 
patients  under  their  care  be  more  or  lefs  neglected. 

Moreover,  much  of  the  executive  part  of  the  bulinefs  of  holpitals,  neceflarlly 
refts  on  the  pupils  : to  fit  them  therefore  for  the  proper  performance- of  their 
duties,  as  early  as  poflible  after  their  admiffion,.  muff  be  very  deffrable.  But 
this  end  can  no  other  way  be  lb  effe(ffually  accomplilhed  as  by  the  means  under 
Gonfideration. 

Accordingly  we  may  oblerve  that  of  the  holpitals  of  London,  thole  of  the 
greateff  celebrity  have  adlually  adopted  the  plan  which  is  now  recommended. 

From  what  has  been  already  obferved,  the  importance  and  expediency  of 
inffitutlng  Ledlures  on  the  different  branches  of  knowledge  appertaining  to 
Phylic  and  Surgery,  at  the  London  Hospital,  muff  be  very  obvious; 

But  we  may  add  that  the  htuation  and  circumffances  of  this  holpital  are  fuck 
as  render  it  peculiarly  adapted  for  this  purpofe ; for  belides  the  advantages  it 
poflefles  in,  common  with  any  other  holpital,  it  is  remote  from  places  of  diffi- 
pation,  which  might  drawoff  the  attention  of  ffudents  from  what  ought  to  be 

their 
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their  proper  objects.  And,  were  the  different  branches  of  knowledge  be- 
longing to  medicine  properly  taught  in  the  hofpital,  it  would  be  a mean  of 
raifing  its  credit  and  reputation,  as  on  the  contrary  the  want  of  this,  and  the 
neccffity  the  ftudents  are  now  under  of  going  daily  to  other  places  for  that 
inftrudlion  which  is  required,  are  well  known  to  have  had  an  oppofite  effe<5t, 
that  is,  to  leflen  it  in  the  eftimation  of  many. 

Laftly,  The  London  Hofpital  has  at  all  periods  of  its  exiftence,  experienced 
the  bad  confequences  arifing  from  the  pupils  attending  Leftures  in  different  parts 
of  the  town.  The  rules  of  the  hofpital  require  that  certain  of  the  pupils 
fhould  refide  conftantly  in  the  houfe,  that  in  the  abfence  of  the  Sur- 
geons they  may  be  ready  to  adminifler  relief  in  cafe  of  accidents  happening 
either  to  patients  in  the  hofpital,  or  to  fuch  as  may  be  occafionally  brought 
thither.  Yet  thefe  rules  have  been  often  and  unavoidably  infringed,  and 
patients  in  moft  dangerous  fituations,  fituations  requiring  immediate  affiflance, 
have,  in  confequence  of  the  refident  pupils  being  at  a diflance,  attending 
ledtures,  been  perhaps  for  hours  without  the  neceflary  means  of  relief. 

This  evil  has  been  long  complained  of,  and  frequent  attempts  have  been 
made  to  remedy  it ; but  no  regulation  has  yet  been  found  fufficient  ; nor  can 
it  admit  of  a remedy,  ’till  the  neceflary  inftrudtion  which  the  ftudents  require 
becomes  obtainable  within  the  hofpital,  and  thereby  the  necefflty  they  are 
under  of  feeking  it  in  diftant  places  removed. 

S E C T I O N II. 

0^  the  Utility  and  Expediency  of  eredfing  a Theatre  at  the 
London  Hospital,  for  the  Purpofe  of  teaching  Physic  and 
Surgery  by  Means  of  Ledtures. 

But  whilfl:  the  teaching  of  the  feveral  branches  of  knowledge  appertaining 
to  Medicine,  at  the  London  Hofpital,  is  of  fuch  unqueflionable  impor- 
tance and  expediency,  the  proper  conveniences  for  this  purpofe  are  wanted ; 
and  the  fandtion  of  the  Governors  to  a meafure  for  fupplying  this  defedt  is 
the  prefent  requefl  of  the  Medical  Gentlemen  of  the  Hofpital. 

The  plan  which  the  Phyficians  and  Surgeons  refpeftfully  propqfe  to  the 
Governors,  is  the  eredUon  of  a Theatre,  with  all  the  neceflary  conveniences  for 
the  different  kinds  of  Ledtures  required.  Relying  on  their  good  fenfe,  candour 
and  benevolence,  they  trufl:  that,  induced  by  the  various  reafons  fet  forth, 
provided  no  difadvantage  is  likely  to  accrue  from  it  to  the  charity,  which  may 
over-balance  the  good  it  may  produce,  they  will  comply  with  the  requeft.  ^ 

In  this  they  will  follow  the  examples  of  the  mofl:  dlftinguifhed  hofpitals 
in  the  kingdom  ; the  Governors  of  which,  well  convinced  of  the  advantages 
that  would  arife  from  it,  have  built  theatres  for  the  feveral  kinds  of  medical 

ledlures,  which  are^  many  of  them,  not  only  convenient  but  magnificent 

That 
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That  the  charity  may  be  preferred  from  every  kind  of  expence,  the  Phy- 
ficians  and  Surgeons,  animated  by  the  zeal  and  a(^ivity  of  many  of  the  firmeft 
friends  of  the  charity,  refpe<ftfully  propole  to  the  Governors,  that  they  be 
permitted  to  colled:  fubfcriptions  among  their  friends,  for  defraying  the 
expences  of  the  Theatre  propofed  to  be  ereded,  requeftiug  only  that  fuch 
perlbns  as  fhall  fubfcribe  30  Guineas,  or  upwards,  may  become  Governors  for 
life. 

In  cafe  this  Propofal  fhould  be  adopted,  the  Ledurers  bind  themfelves  that 
the  charity  fhall  incur  no  expence  either  in  ereding  or  repairing  the  building, 
or  in  carrying  on  the  Icdures. 

It  may  poffibly  be  alledged,  as  objedions  to  the  Propofal,  that  the  perfons 
whole  fubfcriptions  are  expeded,  might  happen  fooner  or  later  to  fubfcribe 
their  money  to  the  hofpital  independently  of  the  intended  application ; and 
that  if  fubfcribing  for  the  purpofe  propofed,  they  thence  become  Governors, 
the  charity  may  experience  an  expence  on  account  of  patients  they  may  fend 
to  the  hofpital. 

To  the  firll  of  thele  objedions  it  may  be  anfwered,  that  the  Gentlemen  who 
will  probably  become  fubfcribers  will  be  induced  to  it  from  a delire  of  promoting 
that  kind  of  knowledge  which  is  propofed  to  be  taught  at  the  hofpital,  or  from 
perfonal  friendlhip  to  the  applicants ; and  that  moll  of  them  are  fo  circum- 
danced,  that  it  is  not  likely  they  Ihould  ever  fubfcribe  independently  of  the 
prefent  occalion. 

As  to  the  other  objedion  which  relates  to  the  expences  which  the  charity 
may  incur  on  account  of  patients  the  new  fubfcribers  may  fend  to  the 
hofpital ; it  is  to  be  conlidered,  that  in  regard  of  in-patients,  the  hofpital 
is  generally  full,  fo  that  let  the  number  of  governors  be  what  it  may, 
that  of  in-patients  will  not  be  thereby  alfeded.  If  therefore,  any  fuppofed  addi- 
tional expence  relpeding  in-patients  were  to  be  admitted  as  an  argument  agalnll 
the  prefent  propofal,  it  might  operate  as  a realbn  againd  the  receiving  many 
new  governors  of  any  kind. 

Indeed  the  prefentation  of  a few  . additional  patients  in  a year  can  hardly  be 
regarded  otherwife,  than  as  affording  opportunities  of  exerciling  the  principles  of 
the  inditution,  in  the  feledion  of  more  urgent  or  dangerous  cafes. 

It  is  to  be  further  conlidered,  that  many  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  expeded  to 
become  Subferibers,  rclide  abroad,  or  at  lead,  at  conliderable  didances  from  the 
hofpital,  or  are  otherwife  fo  circumdanced,  that  they  are  not  likely  to  fend  many 
patients  to  it ; and  further,  that  the  number  of  thele  Gentlemen  will  be  fo  in- 
conliderable  as  to  aff)rd  very  little  of  realbnable  foundation  for  the  objedion  under 
conlideration. 

But  not  only  will  the  adoption  of  the  propofed  Plan  be  unattended  with  any 
expence  to  the  charity,  it  will,  on  the  contrary,  in  all  human  probability, 
prove  very  beneficial  to  it.  The  Gentlemen  who  are  expeded  to  fubfcribe 

are 
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are  t-nen  of  honour.  Fortune,  and  Itberality,  who  will  feel  them'felves  bound  to 
fupport  the  credit  and  intereft  of  a public  charity  of  which  they  are  become 
members.  There  is  every  reafon  to  expeft  they  will  render  the  hofpiul  more 
8;enerally*known,  and  will  prove  of  immediate  benefit  to  it,  by  increafmg  the 
mumbers  at  the  anniverfary  meetings,  and  promoting  fubfcriptions  in  various 
parts  of  the  world.  This  laft  remark  has  been  lately  very  agreeably  exemplified. 
A Gentleman  who  has  already  fubfcribed  towards  preding  the  propofed  Theatre, 
has  made  a voluntary  offer  to  the  hofpital,  of  inflituting  a fubfcription  in  India  ; 
•which  offer  has  been  accepted  with-  thanks  by  the  governors and  confidering  this 
gentleman’s  extenfive  acquaintance  in  that  part  of  the  world,  his'charader  and 
his  refipedable  coadjutors  in  this  laudable  (undertaking,  there  is  no  doubt  but  a 
confideikible  donation  will  be  obtained. 

But  further,  the  great  number  of  Gentlemen,  who  in  confequence  of  t^ 
adoption  of  this  Plan,  will  probably  receive  their  education  at  the  hofpital,  will 
•thence  formal!  attachment  to  it,  and  become  fome  of  its  moft  zealous  friends. 
And  as  they  will  refide  in  various  parts  of  the  world,  the  charity  may  derive  ad- 
vantages from  them,  fimllar  to  thofe  mentioned  refpeaing  the  new  fubfcribers. 

Experience  has  evinced  the  juflnefs  of  this  remark,  fince  many  of  the  prefent 
governors,  were  formerly  pupils  at  the  hofpital,  and  from  that  circumftance  had. 
formed  an  attachment  to  it,  and  an  ardent  defire  to  promote  its.  intereft.  A 
pleafing  inftance  of  this  kind  has  inc^ee-d  occurrbd  in  the  cafe  of  the  :gentlemaii 
above  mentioned,  whole  regard  for  the  hofpital  originated  fiom  his  having  once 

been  a pupil  in  it.  , / i * 

The  queftion  whither  the  propofed  erection  mall  take  place  or  not,  having 
been  referred  to  tlie  determination  of  a general  couit,  it  has  been  thought  proper 
to  flate  the  propriety  of  adopting  the  meafure.  It  is  in  the  breafts  of  the  go- 
vernors to  determine  whether  they  will  permit  a building  to  be  added  to  the  pre- 
mifes  of  the  hofpital,  which  will  contribute  to  the  promotion  of  medical  know- 
ledge, and  to  the  welfare  of  the  patients  of  the  hofpital,  the  fervice  6f  the  na\y 
and  army,  and  of  the  public  in  general  ; which  wiH  be  attended  with  hardly 
any  expence ; but  on  the  contrary,  will  conduce  to  tlie  honour,  benefit,  and 
emolument  of  the  charity. 

But  whether  the  propofition  fhould  be  agreed  to  or  nut,  the  propdiers  Will 
enjoy  the  fatisfadion  of  having  acquitted  themfelves  as  true  friends  to  the^Lon- 
don  Hofpital,  and  to  Medical  Science,  and  of  having  eviheed  a due  tegar4  Iq 
their  duty  and  reputation,  as  officers  of  the  inftitution. 

London- Ho/pjfaly 
January  1783. 


